Introduction
The root of Rauwolfia serpentina Benth. has been used in the treatment of insanity in India for centuries. Sen and Bose (1931) and Chopra, Gupta and Mukherjee (1933) Chopra and Chakravarti (1941) and also by Chopra et al. (1942) . Ever (4) Sleep ensued 2 to 3 hours after the evening dose, and lasted for more than 6 hours.
(5) The patients became quiet and behaved more normally, and those suffering from affective disorders showed considerable improvement.
(6) In the epileptic the major fits were stopped and the minor fits were controlled, with great clinical improvement.
(7) The alimentary functions of the patients were stimulated and appetite improved.
